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November 0, 1542

Mk joy Walter Cs Best,
1121 Post Stroet, oo
Seattle, Washingtons

Dear Sirs

It hes been suggested by ¥r, Kirby Torrence of the Civilian-
Proveotion Divigion that I coxtact you in regard to the Auxiliary Fire
Fightors assiating the 0ity of Seattle ia destroying old shacks which
have been ercoted by transients in varioue parts of the towne

‘3J1LON

For your information, the City has had quite m problem on its
hands, perticularly in regerd to porsons building unsuthorized shacks on
veoent property in certain seotions of the olty. This ereonted n sorious
health menace and fire hagard and for somebime vow the oity has boen prads
vally rotting rid of these placess

However, due to the outbreak of the war which placed an addi«

tlonel burden on our Fire Department, end the faot that wo have had & Jong
dry speil in this oity, thore are soveral shacks ebout tovm which have nét

been destroyede .-
Membors of the Public Safety Oomnittee suggested that pussibly

the Auxiliary Fire Fighters would be interested in burning these.places
down for practioce, aud at the game time they would be doing & good Job for "

the City of Seattles
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If 1t will be possible for tha luxiliary Firemen to bun theso .
places for the oity I would suggest that you get in touch with Mry Allen 1
Bubler in the Fealth Departuont, who is charged with destruction of these ‘i
11legal sheoke, and Chief Fitggerald of the Fire Deoartments Both of these
"parties have been conbaoted and are in apparent agrecmont with this method !
of disposing of these placod, A4
B Ba : . £ ‘
gonvanionody
1l4ary Firemen
1y the treining

ting me know, at your
made to have the Aux
an opportunity to app

1 would appreviate your 1ot

whether you think arranganents might be
It would give them

burn:these shaokss
they have reoe}%ao

Vory btruly yours,

Wine l+e Horton
woh

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Hoover/doclist.htm.



Citation: Request from Commissioner of Health regarding destruction of shacks, April 13, 1942. CF
173660. Comptroller Files, 1802-01, Seattle Municipal Archives.

The City of Seattle

WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND BANITATION

FRANK M. CARROI L. M.D.. COMMIBSIONER OF HEALTH

Ootober &1, L94R.

Mr, Williem L. Norton,

Chairman of Public Safety Committee,
County - City Building,

Seattle, Washington.

‘3DiL10N

Dear Sir:

Replying to your communication of October 27,
will say that there are shacks in various parts of the
city, which have not all been demolished. This work of
demolition was discontinued last April, when the Chief
of the Fire Department advised this department and your
committee that he could no longer spare squipment for
burning such shacks. At that time he also agreed that
he would make an effort to have the auxiliary fire fight-
ing orew engege in this work.

This department has burned or caused to be
razed a total of six nundred thirty-three shucks. The
Port Commission razed approximately four hundred twenty
on the site, vinlch was known as “Hooverville". The U.S.
Navy disposed of approximately ninety shacks in the In-
terbay area and the (oast Guard--we are informed-~de~-
stroyed or caused to be moved approximately rour hundred
along the Duwamish water way.
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Ioch week we find & number of small shelters
being erected around our garbage fills. As soon as we
find them they are destroyed. There are a number of
shacks vhich we have vacated, especilally those in “"Louis-
ville", which should be burned, Now that the dangerous
summer Tire season is over, perhaps the Tire department

can again help us in this work.

frank k., Carroll, M.D.,
commissioner of Health.
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

THE CITY OF SEATTLE

CHARLES C. HUGHES
SUPERINTENDENT
MEMBER, BOARR OF PUBLIC WORKS

IN RE: Shacks

i November 2, 1942,

¥on. W. L, Norton, Chairman,
Public Safety Committee

of the City Council,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir:

We have your letter of October &7th, inguiring
as to whether .or not all shacks in the various parts of the
City have been demolished. I believe we are safe in saying
that some still exist. '

on Merch 26%th you wrote to the Commissioner of
Health, in relation to File No. 169237, and in this communi-
cation you stated that your committee had made a certain
recommendation. This was, in short, that representatives of
the Health, Fire,.Police and puilding Departments form a com=
: mittee and take action, for the purpose of eliminating shacks
i throughout the City. ur. Butler of the Health Department was
} i * made the leader of this committee, and was instrumental in
| eliminating many of the shacks. We are leaving it to his
; department to make a full progress report to you.

Very truly yours,

e

S
Crhas. C. Hughes,
Superintendent of \Buildinge. i
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Shaoks

November 2, 1948.

Hon. W, L, Norton, Chairman,
_Publio Safety Coumittee

of the City Council,
Seattle, Washington,

Deur s;r:

we have your letter of Ootober 27th, inquiring
as to whether or ngt‘all sheoke in the various parts of the
City have been demoiished. I believq vwe are safe in saying

that some still exist,

On Maroh 26th you wrote to the gonmissioner of
Health, in relation to file No. 189237, and in this oommunie
cation you stated that your conmittee had made & sertain
rocoumendation, This was, in short, that representetives of
the Health, Fire, Policé and Building geg?r;?§§§:a€2§2 :h:g:;
:ttt:;hgﬁ: :atenggfonﬁrfoguggzrpgfptge Health Department was
naxz the leader of this committee, and was instrumental in
eliminating meny of the shacks. We are leaving it to his.
department to make a full progress report to you.

Very truly yours,
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Ches, Ce Hughes
Superintendent of Bulldings.

[ ——

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Hoover/doclist.htm.



Citation: Request from Commissioner of Health regarding destruction of shacks, April 13, 1942. CF
173660. Comptroller Files, 1802-01, Seattle Municipal Archives.

RS AL R

L

Ootober 27, 1912 L o
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Hre Ohagy Qo Kuglwl k
Supsrintendent of Bulldings
CLty of Seattle .
Dre Fa Yo Carrold
Gomnd waioner of Health
City of Seattle
Gentlemens
The Publio Safety Comnitiee would appreciate receiving
a report from you &s to whether or not al) the shecks 4n
" the various party of the eity have now boen demolisheds An

impediate reply vill bo appmwoeinted,
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Yours very vtruly.

Wina Ls Norbon
WoHistw o
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The City of Seattle

WABHINOTON

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND BANITATION

FRANKX . CARROLL, M. D., COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH

April 9, 1942,

Honorable City Council,
County -~ City Building,
Sgattle, washingtons

*30ILON

Gentlomen:

On or gbout April 26, 1941, the City Council hed un-
der congideration File Ho., 169&8%Y7, concerning shack elimination.
At that time a committes was appointed consisting of a repras-
antative from the Mealth, Fire, Bullding, and Police Departments,
to take what sction might be necessary in removing these shacks.

Sinee that time we have burned or caused to be removed
about six hundred of these sub~-standard dwelling places, At the
preosent time we lhave about ssventy-five vacant shacks which

* should be destroyed by burning.

Chief Fitzgersld of thes Fire Department has informed
Mr. Butler, who has acted as chawrman of the commititee appointed
that the Pire Department cannot assist in any morse burning oper-
ations, because thers is no fire fighting squlipment that can be
spared Tor such purposecs. :

The shacks that are now vacant will soon be reoccupied,
if they are not destroyed, and these seventy~five with others
which will socon be vacant, are a potential health and fire hazard
and a disgrece to tho citye.
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We reguest that your honorable body consider this ques-
tion and instruct the shack committes as to what action they

should now Lake.
;Yery truly Yours,

Erank M., Carroll, M. D.,
Commigssioner of Health.
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